Modification of the standard pterional approach for aneurysms of the anterior circle of Willis.
A modification of the standard pterional approach for aneurysms of the anterior circulation is described. Our technique utilizes a smaller curvilinear skin incision, splitting the temporalis and a limited craniectomy. Reduced tissue dissection results in a smoother postoperative course and improves cosmesis without compromising neurological recovery. Minimal brain retraction is required as the technique allows the surgeon to make full use of the basal opening without temporalis muscle obscuring the view.